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This year marked a watershed in Autism Housing Pathways’ development, as we received our first 

general operating grant, from the prestigious Cummings Foundation. The grant will pay out $100,000 

over six years and will allow us to hire a vice-president. 

Services to families and individuals 

Our 1-to-2-hour introductory trainings, “Thinking about housing” and “Applying for housing” reached 

over 500 people.  

Over 180 families or individuals participated in individual housing counseling or application assistance, 

including 11 people participating in application assistance through a Douglas Flutie Jr. Foundation for 

Autism grant. We also began consulting one day a month to families referred by the Lurie Center for 

Autism, thanks to an anonymous grant of $19,000. 

This year marked the return of “Learning about housing”, formerly a daylong workshop and now 

relaunched as a five-part, 15 hour Zoom series. 20 families participated in the spring, and in the summer 

25 staff members of 7 Hills took the course as a mandatory training. 

We launched our completely overhauled website, which features a “no wrong door” approach, making it 

easy to find all our materials in a variety of ways. Highlighted on the home page is our “Roadmap to 

housing”, designed to draw families right into the housing process. 

 

 



A new initiative, Family Action Meetups (FAMS) began in September. This monthly virtual meeting 

features a very short presentation on housing options in Massachusetts, followed by two 25-minute 

breakout sessions, each focused on a single housing model. The emphasis is on families connecting with 

one another. Families can also join a dedicated group on groups.io, where they can upload a profile of 

their family member and reach out to make connections with others whose family member needs a 

similar level of support. 14 families attended the first session. 

Videos in our Life Skills Library playlist on our YouTube channel, AHPhousing, received 166 views this 

year.  

Outreach 

AHP was engaged by the Medfield Affordable Housing Trust to undertake a survey of the housing needs 

of people with developmental disabilities in the town and surrounding area. The survey will be followed 

by a series of focus groups with families and recommendations of up to three housing models will be 

made to the trust. 

Research 

We completed our survey of housing needs and desires in the Massachusetts autism community, 

yielding 359 responses. Analysis was completed early in fiscal 2022-2023 and sharing of results with 

stakeholders and policymakers is ongoing. 

 

 

AHP President Cathy Boyle and client F. in his new home. 
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