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Context of Housing
Options

» Won’t my child go into a group home?

> A little over 900 students turning 22 this
year will be eligible for DDS services

> Only about 240 of these will receive
24 /7 residential supports

- @100 or so are likely to receive a
group home placement

- About 50 or so may receive Shared
Living in a home shared with a live-in
provider - but the bricks and mortar
are not funded by DDS

- The rest may receive individual
supports in an apartment - but the
bricks and mortar are not funded by
DDS

2

Most families will need to face the
challenge of finding or creating
housing
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The Good News: Separation
of Housing From Services is
Best Practice

» Finding housing is challenging,
but can lead to better outcomes

o Individuals can choose with
whom they live

> If the service provider is a
poor fit, the individual can
change providers without
moving

- If a live-in caregiver quits, the
caregiver leaves, not the
person with a disability
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Don’t Panic! Plan*

Learn the alphabet soup of the Housing
Equation

> Rules govern which government
programs can be combined, which
can’t, and where they can be used

Develop a housing strategy that you can
implement over time; 5-10 years is not
uncommon

If possible, save money when the child is
young

> Never in the child’s name, although
the child can be the beneficiary of a
special needs trust or ABLE account

At 18, start taking concrete steps

Don’t wait until you’re ready for your
child to move out - because when you
start taking steps is when the 5-10 year
clock starts!
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* Nothing here constitutes legal, financial or real estate advice
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The Housing Equation*

BERIZ

Bricks and
mortar
expenses +

FEZEH

SSI
SSDI
Section 8

Other “affordable
housing”

DDS

Energy/utility
assistance

Private resources

Supportive
Food + services
lakc S ERS
SSI SSI
SSDI SSDI
Food stamps MassHealth
(SNAP or (Medicaid)
Bay State
CAP) DDS
DDS Private
resources
Private
resources
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The Big 4: SSI, SSDI, FUXIR: BKE, FREEHME,
Sec. 8, MassHealth BE#M, 2% AR

» SSI
- $577-%$1,189/month, depending > ST EEHE
on living situation o $577-$1189—1H, ERBRKE
- Makes you eligible for MassHealth SEL
> Can be used for housing or o FHRGENEEFTIRE
services n o ARk EESMRS

> lncome and asset limits

o WAFIZE =PRI
> RREERREME

»  SSDI .
- Based on the parent’s work history, © *ETE%V&I«EEEE’ TATIED:
the individual’s work history, or SEEIX AT
both - MRERB\EERHE, Re
- If based on parent’s history, EXEHRIK, FRFESIEEA
kicks in when parent retires, Hig
becomes disabled, or dies o BELELSSI%
> Usually pays more than SSI o FHRGENEETIRRE
- Makes you eligible for Medicare o AILLARMEERKIRSZ
- Can _be used for housing or o LB DUEAFIE PR
services

o Fewer income and asset limits
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The Big 4: SSI, SSDI, pux15. iBik&e, BREAMD,
Sec. 8, MassHealth BE#M, AH TR

B4

» Sec. 8

> Individual pays 30% of income in

o Visit
video and step-by-step instructions.

rent to landlord; the balance is paid
to the landlord with funds from the
US Dept. of Housing and Urban
Development

> Can be a 10-12 year wait

o HF30% N ANNERTEE,

R R EABAF 33
10-12351%HA
KEMZTUZEE, BEE

Having a family member be the —E%{kAﬁ%%AEEﬁiﬁﬁﬂlx
landlord can be permitted as a e, MEEZEEESE, 7
reasonable accommodation, but the ARl
Es;sa?;tgel:lrtlli?g must live in a legal, . Xﬂﬂi{] A

s A E R

for a

o Come to an AHP Sec. 8 sign-up
clinic
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http://www.18section8.org/
http://www.18section8.org/

The Big 4: SSI, SSDI, PUXTR: iBtke, FREEHMEN,
Sec. 8, MassHealth BE#E, 2%k EFFRR

» MassHealth > NHEETIRE
- The main way to pay for o XftARFHIEZRKIR
services
o “MITKIARE” -LERIRATE
“ . ” E;ﬁ EIJ*R*IJ
State Plan Services” - one of -
the few entitlements in the %&?gééﬁﬁlgfﬂi%ﬁﬁﬂ
adult world
- Adult Family Care / Adult AL 4p Shr A i HE A
« ML (REZETHE
I;gszt;adra(;z;lre (@%$26 or R & /N ED)
- Personal Care Attendant . EEBRAKERS ($1227
(PCA) (allocated a budget for —ANA)
a certain number of hours
per week)
- Group Adult Foster Care
(@%$1227/mo)
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Housing’s effect on

B ERNEF

benefits
Family buys;
individual rents .
(May or may not Family rents rents with
Family buys reduce benefits; a house or help from Individual
depends on apartment -
(reduces amount of rent) family rents
benefits) MAFEEREN _ fqr _the (reduces (does not
R BEN KHEE (RIE individual benefits) reduce
(HlmgFl) | | BEREREH reduces AR E benefits)
) Jorefls) || BERER A AES
HHEN Bl REF (A HIB =
%H%%E ( a ) %IJ) =

Copyright © 2017 Autism Housing Pathways, Inc. - All Rights Reserved

10



Possible ways to RiEE RIS

acquire property”
» Convert basement or garage > B T =S EFE

» Add on an accessory apartment e .
> HENERSD 58]

3 ?:Illlqifllfme and buy a two or three > SRS BE

» Sell home and buy two condos

> Third unit might be for rental > SERFMTAEAL

Lnuc;?:)(;eotrhrenraybe two families o FAHE A BRI THR
B

» Individual can (if income is high

enough to qualify for a mortgage) > AN AT LIS S — kTR i

enter a first-time homebuyer AN
lottery Y (NSRBI 2 05 BB B0

» Buy a condo or house (either alone
or with other families)

Nothing here constitutes legal, financial or real estate advice

A LEFHIEERE.
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Prerequisites for W R F R &
buying*

» Money for a down > BB

payment (assets) -

» Financing
> BRENETIEKRHAGK

» Ability to afford

something long term

* Nothing here constitutes legal, financial or real estate advice

- WEHIEEREER.
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Examples (1) #il+F (1)

» Liam _
> Applies for an apartment in > Liam /
state senior housing and gets © EE}%'J‘NJW%%E’ 3%/F
in after 3 years ?EF;EEMSEEALI&%H -
> Uses Group Adult Foster Care ° %ﬁ%iﬂﬁd\ﬁ#ﬂ&gﬁ
to pay for two hours a day of
services
» Ana > Ana
AN ‘T A\ . k=
> Her parents give her a fixed ” ﬁ%;;i%gmgigﬂ
amount every month, which L

she combines with her own
funds to get an apartment in
private affordable housing
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Examples (2) #ilF (2)

» Raj

> Gets on the Sec. 8 waiting list at 18, and waits 10 years for a voucher

- When Raj gets his voucher, his family uses a home equity loan to convert
the garage to an apartment

> Raj uses individual support hours from DDS

o 185 THAMIBEEWY, FT1054FE
o HiERRASFE, tRERREERNIEERERNEHE
> Raj £ FADDSA A X 1ZRTIg]
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Examples (3) f5lF (3)

Sue

. . Sue
esontnesec swang 16, ssmammig, 0
Whil " ) ther is h o TEHFE, WEFEEMAIAFC
ile waiting, her mother is her IRt E HhAER I A

Adult Family Care provider, and her

father is her guardian o MRFIL108AFCHI900007T,

- Her mother saves the AFC stipend fEaE
for 10 years, acquiring $90,000 to © %#&i%#@ﬁ'\]ﬁﬁﬁ#, &ﬂ‘j’x
use as a down payment HubLEE, wRXHS
- When she gets her voucher, her He, KERBESIER
’ — /Nt —_—
parents buy her a condo, and she © ; ' EJ‘ZAW%AT;%)\ESue
uses the voucher to pay rent; her i—EE/\ . et
parents use the rent to pay the O iueﬂ"JXJE*.WE, b FH IR TR
mortgage %SSDI, it

o An Adult Foster Care provider
moves in with Sue

o Sue’s parents retire, and Sue moves
onto SSDI, increasing her income
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Disclaimers & i

» Neither Autism Housing Pathways, Inc., nor its officers,
directors, or employees are herein engaged in providing legal,
financial or other professional advice. For a complete legal

disclaimer, visit:

ULERBERERIESZ.
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http://autismhousingpathways.org/about/legal-disclaimers/

